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National Assembly. In 1897, a proposal for a bill that could have determined one of the country’s most catastrophic events
– a war between the French and Prussians – was presented at the Chamber of Deputies. The French-Prussian War of 1870
was the result. The bill did not pass and France had to wait until the beginning of the twentieth century for a somewhat
similar attempt to obtain parliamentary authorization for WWI. However, despite not having the necessary mandate,
French politicians knew that they could not resist the wishes of their public if they wanted their people to tolerate the war.
As a result, French leaders, including Georges Clemenceau and Aristide Briand, went to war on the side of the Allies. They
were forced to accept the loss of some regions in their country, while they also had to pay a high price in human lives and
in material damages. France only began to recover a few years after WWII, only to see it be attacked by the Algerians in
1962 and by the Germans again in the 1970s. The country finally started putting the pieces back together in the late 1980s.
The European Union was born in the 1950s, and France had to watch without being able to comment on developments – as
was the case with Ukraine. French politicians have been giving their opinion about Ukraine since, with every change in
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